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ters of the Crown, of the..utility and neces-
sity of remodelling, upon correct principles,
the various branches of the medical profes-
sion in the United Kingdom. An Asso-
ciation of the Graduates of Universities, too,
it is obvious, can in the mean time esta-
blish and maintain themselves in the inde-

pendent and honourable exercise of their
profession, in virtue of the rights conferred
by their diplomas, and in opposition to the
usurped authority of medical incorporations,
and every other species of undue inter-
ference. For although it is true that, against
such usurpation and interference, every doc-
tor of physic may, to a certain degree,
singly maintain his individual rights, it is
only by union on an extended scale, that
the members of the faculty can permanently
obtain complete security and protection.

RULES.

ELIGIBILITY OF MEMBERS, &C.

" ALL graduates in medicine practising as
physicians are eligible, in virtue of their

diplomas, to become members of " The

Faculty of Physic in London," without dis-
tinction of university or country. The pro-
ceedings of this Association, it is proper
here to state, are intended to be wholly
prospective. .

The diploma of the candidate for admis- 
sion into the Faculty of Physic in London 
being verified and registered in the office of
the Association, upon subscribing to their I

principles, he is of course entitled to be
enrolled as a member.
When any question arises rendering eligi-

bility or the exceptions doubtful, or in any
other case of difficulty, the doubts to be re-
solved by the ballot, at the next subsequent
meeting, or any more convenient time.
Members in the country to be at liberty

to vote by proxy.
Other rules to be enacted as the occur-

rences arise which may seem to cali for
them ; holding always in view the maxim,
that the principal security and ornament of
an association, founded on just principles,
consist in the absence of all unnecessary
restrictions 

In the course of the proceedings and dis-cussions which have taken place, it became
evident that some more efficient means than
had yet been contemplated of informing the
faculty and the public respecting the nature
and extent of the mal-organization of the

’ different branches of the medical profession,
were indispensable to the success of the

object in view within a reasonable period.
The task of investigating the actual state of
these different branches, but more especially
of that of physic, as well as the causes and
consequences of their palpable mal-organi-

zation, was therefore deputed to a portion
of the associates : and the results of their
labours have since been published, by
Messrs. Longman and Co., in a work en.
titled " An Exposition of the State of the
Medical Profession in the British dominions,
aud of the Injurious Effects of the Monopoly
by Usurpation of the Hoyal College of Phy-
sicians in London." To that work refer.
ence may be made, as illustrative of the

principles and views of the Association.
But, in the mean time, it has been thought
right to give in the present Circular its

principal heads, under the form of resolu-
tions, in order that no person who joins
them may be able to allege that any of the
principles of the associates have been either
misrepresented or concealed, and that all
who read them may be led to a due sense of
the utility and necessity of a thorough
medical reformation :-

Resolved,
1. That, in London, there are 174 phy.

sicians, being, on a population of 1,200,000,
one to 7000 inhabitants ; whilst, in Paris,
there are 600, being, on a population of
800,000, one to 1300 inhabitants. Conse.

quently, in London, the ratio of the physi-
cians to the population is to that of Paris
but as one to five.

2. That, in London, there are 1000 sur.

geons, or one to 1200 inhabitants; whilst,
in Paris, there are only 128, or one to 60M
inhabitants ; the proportion in London being
to that in Paris as five to one.

3. That, in London, there are 2000 prae-
tising apothecaries, or one to 600 inhabi.

tants ; whilst, in Paris, there are only 180
dispensing apothecaries or pharmaciens, or

one to 4450 inhabitants ; the proportion in
London being to that in Paris as seven to one.

4. That, in London, there are besides

upwards of 300 chemists and druggists, (the
dispensing apothecaries or pharmaciens of
other countries,) being in greater proportion
than that class in Paris, and quite sufficient,
under a good organization, to supply all the
inhabitants with drugs. This branch has,
in this country, under the prevailing system,
been called into existence by the wants of
the people, within the last half century.

.5. That, in London, the physicians are to
the surgeons as one to six; to the apothe-
caries, as one to twelve ; to the chemists
and druggists, as one to two; to alt of them
united, as one to twenty : whilst, in Paris,
the physicians are to the surgeons as five to
one ; to the pharmaciens, as three to one;
to both united, as two to one; the ratio
which the physicians in London bear to all
the other branches of the mf-dical pro-
fession, being to that in Paris as one tn fartu ! !

6. That since in Paris no undue re-

strictions exist, in respect to the difterent
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branches of the medical profession ; and
since their relative proportions to each
other, and to the population, are similar to
those which obtain in other cities, where no
undue restrictions prevail, it is to be pre-
sumed that these proportions are the result
of the necessary adaptation, under freedom
from undue restraint, of the supply to the
demand.

7. That since there cannot naturally be,
in any state of society, such a relative demand
for medical, surgical.and pharmaceutical aid,
as is indicated by, the existing relative pro-
portions of the different branches of the
medical profession in London; and since
similar relative proportions do not obtain in
cities where no undue restrictions exist, it
follows that the artificial, forced, discordant,
disproportionate, and fluctuating state of the
different branches of the medical profession
in London, is mainly the result of the
monopolies which relate to these branches.

8. That the healthy state of the different
branches of the medical profession in Paris,
and throughout France generally, being ad-
mitted to depend upon the due adaptation of
the supply to the demand; and their un-
healthy state in London, and throughout
England generally, to depend upon re-

strictions which prevent that due adapta-
tion ; and the ratio which, under these
circumstances, the physicians in London
bear to the other branches of the medical I

profession, being, relatively to Paris, as one
to forty ; it follows,-the wants of the in-
habitants of these cities, in respect to the
aid of these different branches, being sup-
posed to be equal,-that the excess of the
other branches over that of the physician in
London, is as FORTY TO ONE!

9. That according to the proportions
which exist in Paris, there should be in
London, 900 physicians, 170 surgeons, and
240 dispensing apothecaries ; in all 1310, or
one to 900 inhabitants : whereas the actual
numbers are, 17.) physicians, 1000 surgeons,
2000 practising apothecaries or geneaal prac-
titioners, and 300 dispensing apothecaries or
chemists and druggists ; in all 3475, or one
to 345 inhabitants. Consequently, the ex-
penses incidental to sickness are nearly
three times as great in London as in Paris.

10. That the ’Royal College of Physi-
cians in London were instituted for the pur-
poses of " preventing improper persons
fiom practising physic, punishing bad prac-
tice, and suppressing empiricism ; " and
that, to enable them to carry these objects
into effect, they were vested with the pow-
ers of prosecuting, fining, imprisoning, and
interdicting oifenders.

11. That, in addition to the powers with
which they were legally invested, they have
usurped others, of which the following are
some of the principal : 1. The re-examina-

tion of graduates in physic ; 2. The limi-
tation of the number of physicians, and con-
sequently of medical students in the uni-
versities ; 3. Their division into different
ranks; 4. The establishment of a higher
rank in favour of the graduates of certain
universities, in which inferior medical in-
struction prevails; and, by an unparalleled
inconsistency, the degradation to a lower
rank of the graduates of other universities,
in which medical instruction exists of a

superior kind ; and 5, By the prohibition,
under a considerable penalty, to meet in con-
sultation with doctors in physic who are
not of their body, although they do not
hesitate to attend with surgeons and apo-
thecaries.

12. That the re-examination of gradu-
ates  of universities, by a private College,
whose rights as physicians are derived from
their university diplomas ; who are conse-

quently no higher in rank than those whom
they examine; who cannot even confer
the title of Doctor in physic (in 1704, there
were in their list ten licentiates who had no
such title), and who have even a direct per-
sonal interest in the issue, is, besides be-
ing an usurpation, wholly preposterous.

13. That the division of admitted phy-
sicians into distinct ranks, which was at first
entirely arbitrary, was in 1752 made to ap-
ply to particular universities, the fellowship
being restricted to the graduates of Oxford
and Cambridge, and the licentiates, notwith-
standing the parity of rights expressly se-

cured to the universities by the articles of

union, taken principally from those of Scot-
land.

14. That, during the seventeenth century,
the surgeons and apothecaries had become
so numerous, the physicians remaining
nearly stationary, that it became impossible
to restrain them from practising physic ;
and that they subsequently, under a change
of circumstances, and by virtue of particu-
lar charters, formerly acquired that privi- 
lege, whilst the College continued to prose-
cute pitusscians, not of their body, fon a simi-
lar- exercise of their profession.

15. That, in France ahd other countries,
whilst the physician and surgeon observe
some decency and reserve in their encroach-
ments upon each other’s provinces, -the

pharmacien or dispensing apothecary does
not encroach upon that of either. In*
Britain alone is the practising apothecary,
surgeon - apothecary, or general-practitioner
known.

16. That lie who exclusively devotes his
attention to the practice of physic, must
capacity being equal, be the most skilled in
that particular branch ; and that he who

depends for remuneration upon advice, has
less powerful inducements to deviate from
. duty to his patients, than he who depends
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for remuneration upon the quantity of drugs’ 
which he furnishes. Consequently, as in
this country, nine-tenths of the practice of
physic are in the hands of persons who de-
pend for remuneration upon the quantity of
drugs which they supply, and their interests
being thus perpetually kept at variance with
their duties, the organization of the different
branches of the medical profession in foreign
countries is far preferable to that which ob-
tains in Britain. ,

17. That the effects, upon the interesrs
of the public, of the mal-organization of the 
medical profession in Britain, are, to pre-
vent their having a free choice of their I
physicians ; to substitute surgical or phar- I
maceutical for medical aid of an appropriate I
kind; and greatly to enhance .the expenses
incidental to sickness.

18. That the effects upon the different 
I

branches of the medical profession, of the 
artificial, forced, discordant, disproportion-
ate, and fluctuating state, into which they
have been thrown by the causes mentioned,
are injurious to all of them in a much higher
degree than can readily be conceived.

19. That physicians who are not of the
College in London, are precluded in Eng-
land, when their professional character is
libelled, from legal redress. Upon crossing
the Tweed or the Channel, to prescribe for
a patient, the eminent professors of Scotland
and Ireland may be calumniated with im-

punity.
20. That, whilst in England, Members of

the College of Physicians in London, of the
Colleges of Surgeons in London, Dublin, and
Edinburgh, and of the Society of Apothe-
caries in London, are, by the new Jury Act,
exempted from serving on juries, there is
no such exemption in favour of Doctors of
physic, not of the London College, even the
members of the Irish and Scotch Colleges of
Physicians. They are also liable, in Eng-
land, to be balloted for the militia, and to
perform other obligations, from which the
aforesaid persons are exempt.

21. That until the different branches 6f
the medical profession be legally regulated
a-new, upon unquestionable principles of
public utility, it shall be a main object of
the association of the faculty of physic in
London,,by means of a general confederation
of the independent physicians, wherever

they may reside, to afford support and pro-
tection to all doctors of physic, whether
practising in town or elsewhere, who shall
become members of their body, against the
numerous civil degradations to which they
are liable, as well as the usurpations of the
College of Physicians in London.

22. That the public at large, the mem-
bers of the legislature, and the ministers of
the crown, are earnestly solicited to take
this highly interesting subject into their

early consideration, in order that efficient
remedies may be applied to the very serious
grievances complained of, and the diserace
wiped away of being, in respect to our laws
in this department, centuries behind other
civilized nations.

23. That petitions to the Legislature, aud
representations to the Alinisters of the
Crown, founded upon these resolutions, with
such additions and alterations as may be

judged necessary, be presented at the earliest
practicable periods that may be found expe-
dient, with a view to ulterior proceedingsfor
the accomplishment of their object.

London, 12th of August, 1826.

TREATMENT OF FRACTURES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I beg the favour ofyou to insert the
following observations in your next Number.

In THE LANCET, January 6th, there is a

case of fracture of the leg, atGuy’s Hospital,
which terminated fatally ; the treatment of
which appears to me to have been very in-
judicious. In the first place, why put on
splints in such a case, where, from the na-
ture of the accident, much inflammation was
to be dreaded’! The application of leeches,
too, only added to the irritation. If the limb
had been laid in a pillow, placed on a fat
piece of board, a large linseed meal poultice
applied over the whole of the injured parts,
and the pillow then slightly confined round
by two or three bits of tape loosely tied,
and this renewed once or twice in twenty- 
four hours, I have no doubt but the termi-
nation of the case would have been very
different.

Nothing can be so contrary to the prin-
ciples of good surgery, as to bind up’recent
fractures in splints. Most of the pain and
inflammation which occur after fractures,
are occasioned by confining the limb in ban-
dages and splints. Suppose, for want of

splints, the parts should become a little dis-
placed ? all may be easily put to rights when
the inflammation is subdued. By this simple
application of a linseed poultice, and nothing
else, I have lately seen a very bad compound
dislocation of the ancle, with fracture of the
fihula, go on favourably from the first, with-
out pain, irritatio2i, or faver. I have, in the
course of mcny years practice, of’en wit-
nessed the same happy results from the same
simple mode of treatment. I wish surgeons
in Hospitals would lay aside their splints in
the early management of fractured limbs,
and give a fair trial to the plan here laid
down. 

COUNTRY SL’RG.EOX. n

Jan.9th, 18 7.


